
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents, 

Autumn Term 2019- Space the Final Frontier! 

It’s the start of another great year!  We have lots of exiting things planned for the whole 

term. This term, we have a scientific focus and we will be working on the theme of Space – 

The Final Frontier. 

In Science, we will explain why we know the Sun, Earth and Moon are spherical, name and 

describe features of the planets and order them in our solar system. We will explain how 

planets move, find out about stars and define comets and black holes, explain day and night 

and the apparent movement of the sun across the sky.  Additionally, we will find out about 

night and day in different parts of the Earth. And much more! 

In English we will use the book ‘The Nowhere Emporium’ to engage the children in 

imaginary worlds. Through this text and within our topic, we will have the opportunity to 

write in many genres including: setting and character descriptions, letters, diaries, 

instructions, explanations, fact files and non-chronological reports. Also, we will use the 

theme of space travel to develop our understanding of biographies –focusing on Neil 

Armstrong and Tim Peake. 

In Maths, a large focus of our maths lessons will be on place value-knowing what digits 

represent in numbers up to one million, rounding numbers to 10, 100 and 1000. We will 

develop and use addition and subtraction strategies (mental and written methods) and we will 

focus on developing our reasoning and problem-solving skills. 

In Art, we will focus on the work of the space artist Peter Thorpe and produce our own work 

in his style, using an abstract background and a strong solid foreground. 

In ICT and Computing, we will learn to use search technologies effectively, find out how 

results are selected and ranked, and be more critical in evaluating digital content. In IT – we 

will and combine a variety of software to create programs and share knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In MFL, we will continue to develop our Spanish speaking, reading and writing. We will 

learn numbers 1-31, months, dates, asking for and giving birthday, language to do with 

birthday celebrations and some more Christmas vocabulary! 

.PSHCE - Our school SEAL unit for this half term is ‘New Beginnings’. Children will talk 

and write about their opinions, and explain their views, on issues that affect themselves and 

society.  

RE – We will consider why there are different creation stories in different religions and 

discuss the Big Bang Theory. 

PE – Our focus for PE sessions this half term is gymnastics (partner work). We are 

timetabled for a Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon. Please ensure your child has an 

appropriate kit.  

If you would like to discuss any aspects of the curriculum further, please don’t hesitate to 

contact us and I would be happy to give you further information. 

Yours sincerely 

Janine Atkinson 

Year 5 Teacher 

 


