
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Autumn 1 2019 

 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back! We would just like say a big welcome to all the children as they enter their final 

year at Cleves Cross. Our topic for this half term is Ancient Greece and as you can see below, 

lots of our learning will be linked to this. 

 

• Ancient Greece – A study of Greek life, achievements and influences on the Western 

World: democracy, medicine, maths, writing, sport and the Olympics. 

• Location knowledge; Locate the world’s countries using maps and Google Earth. We will 

focus on Europe, concentrating on the environmental regions, key physical and human 

characteristics, countries and major cities (there will be a particular focus on Greece).  

• Drawing – observational drawings based around Ancient Greece. 

 

Other Curriculum subjects: 

In English this half term, we will be reading a range of biographies and autobiographies. We will 

use texts from Roald Dahl and Michael Morpurgo and the children will use their own experiences 

to write an autobiographical account. Some reading and written compositions will be linked to our 

topic through studying Greek myths and legends. In addition to this, we will continue with daily 

reading, comprehension activities, grammar and punctuation and consolidating spelling rules and 

patterns. 

 

Maths – We have a wealth of objectives that need to be covered this term. Children will 

investigate the place value of larger numbers and need to be able to use formal written 

calculations for the four operations. There will be an emphasis on problem solving and maths 

investigations. The children will also have a weekly mental maths/ arithmetic test and focused 

times tables practice and tests. It is really important that the children spend time learning 

their multiplication tables and related division facts as these are key to much of the maths work 

that the children encounter every day. 

 

Science - Biology: Living things and their habitats. We will be looking at the history of 

classification of living things from Aristotle to the present day. We will be studying the binomial 

system introduced by Linnaeus & the 7 levels of classification used today. We will also begin to 

understand why classification is important and use and create classification keys. 

 

ICT – Digital Literacy. ‘Super Digital Citizen’ - pupils will explore Spider-Man's motto, "With 

great power comes great responsibility" through the lens of digital citizenship. They create 

comic strips showing a digital superhero who witnesses an act of poor digital citizenship, and 

then helps to resolve it. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSHCE - We will be following our school SEAL programme and the theme for this half term is 

‘New Beginnings’. Children will be learning to recognise their worth as individuals, by identifying 

positive things about themselves and their achievements; seeing their mistakes, making amends 

and setting personal goals.  

 

RE - Why do people use ritual in their lives? Children will investigate the meaning and 

importance of rituals in different religions and comparing similarities and differences in 

religious beliefs and expression. 

 

Spanish –We will be building on the first year of Spanish the children completed in Year 5 and  

will be focussing on days of the week, months of the year and language associated with 

celebrations. We will continue to listen to spoken language and show understanding by joining in 

and responding. 

 

Art – We will look at how the Greeks portrayed their stories through depicting images on 

ceramics and will use this style to retell a Greek myth. 

 

PE - PE will be on a Tuesday and we will be completing an Athletics unit on ‘Distance Challenges’ 

during these sessions. Please can PE kits be brought into school on a Monday and taken home on 

a Friday. 

 

Homework is an essential part of Year 6 (as with every other year) and is a key part of learning 

independently and consolidating skills learnt in school. Completion and return of Reading (three 

times a week), Maths and English tasks will be essential this year, and we would like to thank you 

in advance for your continued support with helping your child to complete them. Homework will 

generally be given out on a Friday to be returned to school for the following Tuesday.  

 

Some Maths homework will be set through conquer maths. Conquer maths is a website that 

children can use to carry out their own learning as well as completing set tasks. Children can 

continue to use Times Table Rockstars to help build their speed and agility. Children can also use 

other websites to help with basic number facts such as ‘Hit the button’ and Speed challenge. 

English homework will be a range of reading/grammar and spelling activities and on occasions, 

those linked to the topic we are studying. 

 

If you would like to discuss any aspects of the curriculum further, please don’t hesitate to 

contact us. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs Brentnall, Mrs Claydon and Mrs Slater 

Year 6   


