
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 Spring 1 2020 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

Welcome back! I hope you managed to have a fantastic Christmas holiday and found 

some time to relax with family. Our topic for the spring term is ‘Excellent Explorers’ 

which I am sure the children will be excited about! 

 

What are we going to be doing this half term? 

 
English – In English we will be exploring instructional writing and, after looking at the 

features of instructions, we will write some of our own entitled ‘How to clean out the 

guinea pigs’. We will then be using the story ‘Journey’ - a picture book by Aaron Becker 

to inspire some of our own writing. When looking at the story, we will consider the 

setting and characters. We will be adapting the story too when thinking of writing our 

own alternative version. Children will also be thinking about a journey of their own that 

they would like to go on and what might happen during this journey. 
 

Maths – We will be covering a wide range of skills in maths and these will change 

regularly. Our focus this half term will include: measuring length and height accurately 

using cm; the properties of 2D and 3D shapes; the language used for position and 

direction and also continuing to improve our speed when counting in intervals of 2, 5 and 

10. As you know, the children have access to Times Tables Rockstars allowing them to 

practise times tables at home. If there are any problems with this, or home access is 

problematic, then do not hesitate to write a note in your child’s diary or see me at 

school.  

 

RE – The main question for us to explore this half term is: ‘What does it mean to belong 

in Christianity?’ This will involve looking at the main symbols of Christianity and what 

they mean to Christians. 

 

History – How and why have explorers changed over the years? We will be researching 

a variety of different explorers from Neil Armstrong to Christopher Columbus. We will 

think about the places they explored and the reasons for their explorations. I am sure 

the children will enjoy finding out about some of the adventurers of the past and even 

consider how exploring may change in the future! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science – Our focus in Science this half term will be materials. Which materials  

are man-made and natural? How can you make something waterproof? Once a  

material has changed, can it be reversed? These are some of the questions we will 

consider when exploring materials and their properties. Children will also think about 

how and why builders and manufacturers combine materials together. 

 

ICT/Computing – We will recognise the importance of a ‘digital trail’ and how what we 

do online can be tracked. Children will build on their understanding of what an algorithm 

is and how these can control a device when used correctly. We will use a variety of 

software including Probots, Scratch and iPad apps to improve our understanding. 

 

PHSCE – Across the school, the SEAL framework is used and the theme for this half 

term will be ‘Going for Goals’. Children will be exploring goals they have in their own life 

and how these can be broken down to become more achievable. They will also be 

thinking about some New Year’s resolutions that they would like to set for themselves 

 

PE – Our PE sessions will be on Wednesday and Friday afternoon. Please make sure that 

the children have their kit in school with them on Monday for the duration of the week. 

The children require a t-shirt, shorts and trainers. To avoid any accidents, earrings not 

be worn on PE days. Our topics in PE this half term include ‘Piggy in the Middle’ – a 

dance unit where children work on their throwing accuracy and defending skills and also 

a dance themed unit allowing children to think about how they move around a space 

both individually and as a group.  

 

Homework is given out on Friday and should be returned on Tuesday – this allows the 

children to ask if they are unsure about their task on Monday. Children will be given 

some Maths and English to do. Occasionally, they may be set some topic work too, which 

will improve their understanding of content covered in school. May I also highlight the 

importance of regular reading at home and I appreciate your support in signing the 

children’s diaries regularly. We should be aiming to read as often as possible.  

 

If you would like to discuss any aspects of the curriculum further, please do not 

hesitate to contact me at school and I will be happy to give you further information. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

J.Blood 
Mr. Joshua Blood 

Year 2 Class Teacher 

 


