
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Term 2a 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

Happy New Year and welcome back!  

For the whole of the Spring term, we will be studying the Victorians. This half term, we 

will link this topic to the following: 

 

• History – Great Inventors and Inventions in Victorian Britain. 

• Art – looking at the work of Victorian designer William Morris. We will be 

creating printing blocks using relief and impress methods to create 

repeated patterns with two colour overlays. 
 

 

 

Other Curriculum subjects: 

In English this half term we will be continuing with our novel ‘Waiting for Anya’, before 

moving onto another text ‘Street child’ by Berlie Doherty. This story is about an orphan 

boy in Victorian times and his fight for survival. This fits in nicely with our theme for 

this term. It allows us to get plenty of writing opportunities from it, as well as looking 

at the author’s use of grammar and punctuation.  

 

Maths – We will be covering a wide range of skills in maths throughout the half term. 

For one of the Y6 groups there will be a greater focus on fractions whereas the other 

group will focus on formal methods of long multiplication and long division as well as 

looking at some key aspects of geometry. Children can practise their maths skills in a 

variety of different ways and using the internet, on sites such as ‘speed challenge’, 

‘maths is fun’, ‘conquermaths’ and ‘TTRockstars’. 

 

Science – Physics: Electricity. We will begin with revision of simple circuits and then 

lots of hands on experience with symbols, diagrams and incomplete circuits. We will 

carry out enquiries about the length of wire in a circuit and the use of cells. Also, we 

will compare series & parallel circuits - and then face some challenges! 

 

IT - Analyse & evaluate data; select, use and combine software; understand the 

opportunities computer networks offer for collaboration. We are going to use an online 

database to research a topic and will produce a ‘Wikipedia’ type report on Charles 

Darwin and evolution. 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC – All the learning is focused around one song from Benjamin Britten’s Friday 

Afternoons: A New Year Carol. We will also have the opportunity to research Benjamin 

Britten’s life and to listen to many of his other works through links to Britten100.org 

and Fridayafternoonsmusic.co.uk 

 

PSHCE – Our school SEAL programme and the theme for this half term is ‘Going for 

goals’, exploring how we learn best, what helps us to learn along with setting ourselves 

goals and how best they can be achieved. 

 

RE - What is religion? What concepts do religions have in common? We will be looking 

at religious practices and lifestyles and ways of expressing meaning, human identity and 

personality. 

 

PE – Lessons will be on a Tuesday afternoon and the focus will be Invasion games. 

Children will need indoor PE kit and trainers. 

 

Thank you for your support with helping your child to complete their homework. 

Homework will generally be given out on a Friday to be returned to school for the 

following Tuesday. Children should also continue to read regularly, either their school 

or home reading books, or online using ‘Fictionexpress’ where there are a range of texts 

for children to read. Study class has already started this week, and it was great to see 

everybody attending – thank you for your continued support. 

 

We have a visit to Beamish scheduled on the 28th January where we will take part in a 

‘Worth Fifty Horses’ workshop which involves children investigating the latest and 

greatest inventions of the Victorian era and deciding which one to invest in. Details to 

follow shortly. 

 

If you would like to discuss any aspects of the curriculum further, please don’t hesitate 

to contact us. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Brentnall and Mrs Claydon  

Year 6   

 

http://www.britten100.org/
http://fridayafternoonsmusic.co.uk/

