
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring ‘1’ 2019 

 

Dear Parents, 

 
Happy New Year - hope you all had a wonderful break! Struggling to believe it’s the start of our 

second term; it’s been a real pleasure teaching them all so far. 

 

Our main topic this half term is The Big Band, which has a science theme based around our 

sense of hearing and how the ear works, but it will also incorporate other subjects too.  

 

Our English lessons will be based around a text by well-known author Michael Morpurgo called 

The Butterfly Lion which is about a boy’s encounters with a lion cub in South Africa. We have 

already started researching the numerous key themes that the book covers through non-fiction 

comprehension and have been building profiles of the main characters. This award-winning book 

will provide us with some excellent writing opportunities. 

 

In Maths lessons we will continue to use the Mastery approach through Power Maths and other 

resources to cover objectives around multiplication and division and will begin to cover area. 

Times tables is again a big focus for both school and home with our cohort being the first to sit 

the National Multiplication Check at the end of the academic year. Websites such as Hit the 

Button, ConquerMaths and Times Table Rockstars will really help them. 

 

Within our Science lessons we will identify and investigate how sound is made and understand 

how it can travel to the ear. We will find patterns between pitch, volume and the size of 

vibrations, using our homemade instruments from DT to help us explore the topic.  

 

Other Curriculum subjects: 

 

History 

 

So far this term we have finished our Roman topic by discovering why the Romans left Britain 

and will now be starting to discover about the Anglo-Saxons. This half-term we will be aiming to 

identify what was important to them, using a mixture of primary and secondary evidence to 

answer key questions about their impact on Britain. 

 

Computing 

We will be producing our own Rock Band scene using Scratch on the laptops, as well as creating 

presentations linking to our topic (IT). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Design and Technology 

This half-term we will design and make musical instruments using household materials. The 

children will evaluate their creation using a success criteria that they will decide during the 

design phase of the project.  It would be great if you could start collecting clean rubbish that 

we could use for our instruments (a letter will be sent out in the coming weeks). 

 

PSHE & Citizenship 

We will be following the SEAL programme and the theme for this half term is ‘Going for Goals’. 

The children will think about how to set realistic goals and the steps they need to take to 

achieve them.  
We will also continue to develop our understanding of Global Goals and Sustainability as citizens 

of the local and global communities, as well as empowering ourselves through our knowledge and 

understanding of UNICEF Rights of the Child. 

 

RE 

Our focus for this half term will be Islam. We will discuss the origins of the religion and beliefs 

of Muslim people. The children will understand how Muslims express their beliefs and identify 

the similarities to the other major religions of the world.  

 

Spanish 

This term we will practise the key vocabulary we learned in Autumn term and try some new 

common words, phrases and songs. We will also begin to read and write simple sentences in 

Spanish.  

 

PE  

In PE we will be developing gymnastics where we will create simple sequences and develop 

flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance.  I am also fortunate enough to be working 

alongside a dance coach this half term who will be teaching the children key dance skills. 

 

Music  

In music, we will appreciate and understand a range of music from different composers and 

musicians as well as continuing to learn to play the guitar with Mr Elliott, our guitar teacher.  

This will continue to be on a Friday afternoon- please ensure your child’s guitar is in school for 

that session.  

 

If you would like to discuss any aspects of the curriculum further, please don’t hesitate to 

contact me. 

 

Thanks, 

Mr Haswell and the Y4 team. 

 


