
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Term 20 
The Magnificent Maya 

 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

Happy New Year! We have lots of exciting things planned for this term.  The focus is 

historical and we will be working on the theme of a non-European culture which 

contrasts our own- the Maya. 

In History, we will learn how archaeologists in the 19th Century discovered magnificent 

lost cities, and how historians investigated lines of enquiry, using primary evidence, to 

find out about this ancient culture.  We will discover who the Maya were, what they 

achieved and what they believed before the ancient culture dwindled. Alongside this, 

we will learn that, although the society changed due to different circumstances, the 

Maya culture did not actually disappear – people changed their way of life to 

accommodate change. We will find out how cultural practices continue and have 

changed. 

In Geography, we will focus on South America. We will learn to name the countries that 

make up South America and the seas and oceans surrounding it. We will learn about the 

physical geography of the continent (mountain ranges, biomes and rivers and lakes) as 

well as the human geography - studying population growth.  

We will locate Meso-America (where the Maya culture lived), learning the countries and 

Mayan cities.  

 

In English, we will use the book Tuesday by David Wisner to develop our non-fiction 

writing skills (recount, police reports, witness statements and newspaper reports). We 

will learn how to make links between our paragraphs, develop our use of indirect speech 

and become more confident in our use of punctuation (commas, brackets and dashes for 

parenthesis). Alongside this work, we will continue to focus heavily on ensuring we are 

developing our spelling skills.  

 

In Maths, we will be continuing our focus on multiplication and division: multiplying and 

dividing by 10, 100 and 1000, developing formal methods of calculation and applying 

these skills in lots of problem-solving tasks including area and perimeter work. From 

this, we will move on to working with fractions. Firstly, we will consolidate our 

understanding of equivalent fractions. Then we will compare, order, add and subtract 

fractions and begin to recognise improper and mixed fractions (converting between the 

two forms).  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science: The focus this half term is the properties of materials and how materials 

change. We will compare everyday materials, know some materials dissolve to create a 

solution and find out how to recover a substance from a solution. Also, we will decide 

how to separate mixtures through sieving, filtering and evaporating.  

 

DT: Our DT is based on food and nutrition.  We will learn where in the world food 

comes from. We will then focus on Mexican food, considering the importance of chillis, 

maize and chocolate in South American recipes, exploring different tastes and 

combining flavours.  The children will learn to prepare, cook and present their own food 

creations.  

 

Computing: We will design, write & debug programs using Scratch (developing on 

previously learned skills) and solve problems by breaking up the problem into smaller 

parts.  

IT: We will select, use & combine a variety of software (including internet services) on 

a range of digital devices to design and create a range of programs. 

 

PSHCE - Our school SEAL unit for this half term is ‘Going for Goals.’ We will learn that 

it is important to set goals, set our own goals and work out the steps we need to 

achieve our end point. We will also work on how to avoid frustration if we do not 

succeed the first time. 

 

In RE the children will learn what Christians believe about God and the Bible is special 

to believers.  

 

PE – Our PE slots this half term are a Tuesday and Wednesday.  We will be developing 

our team skills in the game of hockey. Please ensure your child has appropriate indoor 

and outdoor kit.  

 

We will continue our Spanish lesson by developing a wider knowledge of vocabulary- 

focussing on shapes and colours.  

 

If you would like to discuss any aspects of the curriculum further, please don’t hesitate 

to contact us and I would be happy to give you further information.  

Yours sincerely 

 



 

 

Janine Atkinson 

Year 5 Teacher          
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