
 

 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 Spring 2 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back! Our continuing theme for this second half term is ‘Excellent Explorers’. 
I know the children have really enjoyed finding out about some famous explorers 

already and cannot wait to find out about even more.  

 

What are we going to be doing this half term? 

 
English – We will be looking at the book ’Man on the Moon’ which is all about a man 

whose job is on the moon! Our history learning about Neil Armstrong and Space 

exploration will also help. We will explore characters and settings in lots of detail and 

think about our own alternative endings to the story. Inspired by Waste Week, we will 

create some information texts to advise people about how they can reduce the waste 

they produce. We continue to work on our reading skills and reading regularly at home 

really helps with this. Please can you ensure your child’s diary is signed whenever 

reading occurs – this includes books of their own too and also their school library book. 
 

Maths – We will be covering a wide range of skills in maths and these will change 

regularly. Our focus this half term will include: improving our understanding of 

fractions (including halves, quarters and thirds); revising the < and > signs; telling the 

time to the nearest 5 minutes on an analogue clock and improving our times tables 

knowledge – particularly the 3x tables. As you know, the children have access to Times 

Tables Rockstars allowing them to practise skills covered in class. If there are any 

problems with this, or home access is problematic, then do not hesitate to write a note 

in your child’s diary or see me at school. If you have forgotten your child’s log in, then 

this is recorded in the back of their diary to refer to. 

 

RE – As we approach Easter, we will be thinking about the symbols that are important 

to Christians at this special time of the year and also the story of Jesus’ death and 

why this is such a special time of the year for Christians.  

 

PHSCE – Across the school, the SEAL programme is used and the theme for this half 

term will be ‘It’s good to be me!’ Children will be thinking about what makes them feel 

proud and be able to share their own strengths and achievements with others.  

 

D&T – Inspired by the places where some of our explorers came from, we will produce 

some different items of food from around the world.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Science – Our new topic in Science is ‘Plants’. We will: observe plants in our  

locality; improve our understanding of flowering plants and trees; grow some  

our own plants and think about what a plant needs in order to survive. 

 

Geography and History – Whilst looking at a range of different explorers, we will look 

at the historical skills of chronology and placing the most interesting explorations of 

the last 100 years on a timeline. We will also be thinking about where in the world the 

explorers came from to help our understanding of continents and countries improve 

further. Europe and European countries will be our focus over the next few weeks.  

 

PE – Our PE sessions have now changed to a Monday and Friday afternoon. Please make 

sure that the children have their kits in school with them on Monday for the duration 

of the week. The children require a t-shirt, shorts and trainers. It is best to remove 

earrings on the morning of our PE days. In PE this half term, we will focus on the core 

task: ‘Partner Work’. This is a gymnastics unit where children work as a pair showing 

different gymnastics skills such as: balances, jumps, rolls and transitions, We will also 

do some work to improve our fundamental movement skills with the help of a coach 

which I know the children are excited about working with over the next few weeks.  

 

Homework is given on Friday and should be returned on Tuesday – this allows the 

children to ask if they are unsure about their task on Monday. Children will be given 

some Maths and English to do. Occasionally, they may be set some topic work too, which 

will improve their understanding of content covered in school. May I also highlight the 

importance of regular reading at home and I appreciate your support in signing the 

children’s diaries regularly. We should be aiming to read as often as possible. 

 

If you would like to discuss any aspects of the curriculum further, please do not 

hesitate to contact me at school and I would be happy to give you further information. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

J.Blood 

 
Mr. Joshua Blood 

Year 2 Class Teacher 


