
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Year 3 Spring Term 2 

Dear Parents,  
 
Half way through the year! How time flies when we’re having fun! I hope everyone had a wonderful half 
term holiday. In Year 3 we have lots of fun and exciting things to look forward to this term. Our topic for this 
term is still the question: ‘What was it like for our ancestors here in Ferryhill?’.  
Children will have the opportunity to investigate our local area and its many geographical features, develop 
their knowledge of Ferryhill’s history and local achievements. The children are really enjoying this topic and 
discussing the local area. Please keep your eyes peeled for any artefacts, newspaper clippings, 
photographs or historical stories that could be shared with the class.   
    
Maths 
This half term we will be developing our understanding of Length and Fractions. This will be the first-time 
children are looking at length so be prepared for lots of measuring. Using measuring jugs/scales whilst 
baking, measuring and discussing length at home will really help the children place measuring in real life 
situations. Fractions will also be discussed and knowledge from Year 2 will be developed upon.  
 
English 
Our English at the beginning of this half-term will be based around ‘The Day the crayons quit’ by Drew 

Daywalt. We will be producing some persuasive letters, debate skills and a newspaper article. By exploring 
this book, children will have the opportunity to develop many literacy and oracy skills. Children will also be 
introduced to the novel ‘Charlotte’s Web’ by E.B. White. We will be looking at issues within the book and 
producing some writing on fact files, character development and letters. I hope the children will really enjoy 
this book and its representation of real-life issues. 
 
Science  
Our Science topic last half term was Forces and Magnets and we will be carrying this topic over to this half 
term to develop some more scientific discovery. This unit will look at forces, friction and magnetic attraction. 
We will learn about forces in the context of pushing and pulling and will identify different actions as pushes 
or pulls. The children will work scientifically and collaboratively to investigate friction, by exploring the 
movement of a toy car over different surfaces. Children will also have the chance to explore the way 
magnetic poles can attract by completing a range of activities. Children will also be delving into the science 
of Plants this half term. We will have the opportunity to grow our own plants, discuss the processes behind 
plants and the importance of plants.  
 
Geography/History 
In Geography and History this half term children will be looking at our local area; this topic will be taught 
together as many features will be interlocking. We will be looking at land use within our area and how this 
has changed over time. We will be discussing changes in Ferryhill and comparing it to other areas in the 
North East. Alongside this, we will be exploring historical figures, stories and culture within Ferryhill’s past.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DT 
This half term, children will be exploring local artists such as Norman Cornish. We will also be looking at 
local mining art, mining banners and their importance. We would really appreciate any items of historical 
prominence in school. If any Grandparents/Great Grandparents have any stories, we would really appreciate 
them in class, please catch Miss Daglish if this is something you can help with. We will be producing our 
own mining banner this half term in DT where we will be exploring sewing techniques, design criteria and 
producing a class banner.  

 
PE 
Children will continue their swimming this half-term and will attend lessons at the learner pool at Broom 
Cottages. Within their swimming sessions children will develop their water safety knowledge and practise 
their swimming skills.  The children are really enjoying this and the confidence they are developing already is 
amazing! 
Our second unit will be Gymnastics in which we will be developing our previous skills to produce artistic 
gymnastic performances using rolls, jumps and handstands/cartwheels. Please ensure that PE kit is brought 
into school on a Monday. 
 
RE 
This lesson will be taught discretely and look at the different areas of Christianity. We will look at different 
churches and how they are similar and what significance they hold for Christians. We will also be having a 
visit to the local Methodist church to experience a Christian celebration. As Easter is just around the corner, 
children will have the opportunity to look at the importance of Easter to Christians and the meaning behind 
the celebration.  
 
Computing  
As well as completing work to develop our digital literacy, learning about the safe use of the internet and the 
importance of keeping personal details private. Children will be learning more about computer programming 
and creating PowerPoints, posters and word processing using word, publisher and PowerPoint programmes.     
 
MFL  
In Spanish this half term, children will be learning about days of the week, months, greetings and developing 
their pronunciation. The children have really impressed so far in Spanish! 
 
PSHCE 
As part of the SEAL topic this half-term, children will be thinking about ‘It’s Good to be Me’. They will think 
about how well they know themselves, how they learn, personalities and their aspirations. 
 
Music 
We will be looking at developing our singing this half term, appraising the song ‘Dragon Song’ and 
discussing what we like/don’t like about various songs and rhythms. 
  
If you have any questions or would like to discuss anything, please don’t hesitate to ask.  
Yours Sincerely, 
The Year 3 Team 
(Miss Daglish, Mrs Brown and Mrs Cross)  
 


