
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Spring B 2020 

Dear Parents, 
This term our topic continues with Britain’s Settlers- Anglo-Saxons and Scots. The topic has a 
historical focus but we will be incorporating many subjects.  
 
History 
The children will continue to develop their understanding of invaders and settlers. They will learn of 
the Roman withdrawal from Britain in c. AD 410 and the fall of the Roman Empire and how the Picts 
invaded from Ireland to north Britain (now Scotland). The children will learn about Anglo-Saxon 
invasions, settlements and kingdoms; place names and village life as well as Anglo-Saxon art and 
culture. 
 
Geography 
We will locate features of Anglo-Saxon settlements and think about why they chose to settle in 
specific places within the UK. We will learn about land use and trading links from the past and ones 
which we still see today.  
 
English    
In English we will be reading ‘Beowulf’ by Michael Morpurgo – a child-friendly epic Anglo-Saxon 
poem. We will be comparing different texts we have read so far and exploring characters, settings 
and language use across different genres. There will be opportunities for writing invitations, job 
adverts, character and setting descriptions and culminating in the children creating their own Anglo 
Saxon adventure story.    
Our non-fiction objectives will be developed in a variety of ways: persuasive writing; non-
chronological reports, instructions and the children will become reporters allowing them to produce 
live reports in order to share their knowledge of historical events.  
The children will also learn more about Kennings (Anglo-Saxon poetry) and be given the opportunity 
to write and perform their own.  
 
Maths 
Our main focus in maths this half term is multiplication and division: recalling facts for all times 
tables up to 12 x 12; using mental and written strategies for multiplication and division. We will also 
be developing our understanding area, which builds on children’s basic comprehension of shapes 
being ’bigger’ or ’smaller’ than one another and gives them a tangible way of measuring this. 
Children already know how to measure the distance around a shape and will be taught how to 
measure the space inside it.  We will build on work done in Year 3 on fractions, introducing children 
to hundredths and develop understanding of equivalent fractions, before introducing them to 
fractions greater than 1 in the form of mixed numbers and improper fractions. We will then build on 
these concepts to calculate with fractions.  
It is important that everyone practises times tables, number facts and key skills, including telling the 
time, regularly at home- try Maths Trainer (https://www.mathsisfun.com/numbers/math-trainer-
multiply.html), Times Tables Rockstars and Conquermaths as often as possible.  
 
 
 

https://www.mathsisfun.com/numbers/math-trainer-multiply.html
https://www.mathsisfun.com/numbers/math-trainer-multiply.html


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Science 
We will focus on states of matter and will: sort materials into solids, liquids and gases; understand 
how heating causes melting, and cooling causes freezing (identifying the freezing and boiling points 
of water); describe evaporation and condensation and the effect of temperature on evaporation 
(through practical and investigative experiences). Practically, we will make predications and careful 
observations, commenting on our findings. 
 
Computing 
We will create presentations linking to our topic using Microsoft office programmes. We will also 
work on our typing skills (IT). We will design, write and debug programs (Computer Science). We will 
understand how to find and use appropriate content through search engines (Digital Literacy).  

PSHCE 
Our theme for this half term is ‘Good to be Me’. We will explore how we feel about ourselves and 
celebrate our successes. We will begin to understand strategies we can use if we experience 
negative feelings.   
 
RE  
The focus of our learning is: The Northern Saints. Children will learn about St. Bede, St. Aiden and St. 
Cuthbert. They will learn about Christian conversion during the Anglo-Saxon times (Canterbury, Iona 
and Lindisfarne).   
 
Spanish  
We are continuing learning about pencil case items, animals, days of the week and consolidating 
greetings, colours and numbers.  
 
PE 
PE lessons are on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Children will be doing gymnastics. Please can we 
make sure that PE kits come into school on Monday and that no jewellery is worn on those days. 

Homework  
Homework is given out on Thursday and should be returned on Tuesday – this allows the children to 
ask if they are unsure about their task on Monday. Children may be given some Maths and English to 
do. Occasionally, they may be set some topic work too, which will improve their understanding of 
content covered in school. May I also highlight the importance of regular reading at home and I 
appreciate your support in signing the children’s diaries regularly. We should be aiming to read as 
often as possible, but more importantly, discussing the text. Children have a Times Table Rock Star 
login - they should be using this regularly to improve their recall of multiplication facts. Some 
children are using Lexia and should aim to complete the allocated minutes on the programme. As 
always, you would like to discuss any aspects of the curriculum further, please don’t hesitate to 
contact us here at school and I would be happy to give you further information.  

Thank you for your continued support.  

Y4 Team   


