
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 5 Spring Term B 2020  
The Magnificent Maya 

 
Dear Parents,  

This half term we will continue to work on the topic of The Maya and develop our understanding 

of South America too.  

   

History – We will be finding out how important the game of Pok-a-Tok was and why it was more 

than just a ball game. We will also find try to work out why the Maya left their jungle cities.   

 

Geography- We will carry out an in-depth study of a country in South America. We will apply 

the enquiry skills we have learned to produce an informative report about a country using human 

and physical geographical information. 

 

English – In English, we will learn about the ‘Day of the Dead’ festival in South America and 

write descriptively and persuasively and develop our note-taking skills to produce a non-

chronological report.  Next, we will study the narrative poem The Highwayman by Alfred Moyes. 

We will explore language use, write a character description (wanted poster), write a setting 

description, re-write in modern vocabulary, write monologues and explore writing dialogue.  

 

Maths – In Maths, we will focus strongly on fractions, decimals and percentages.  We will 

identify equivalent fractions; recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions and convert from 

one form to the other; compare and order fractions whose denominators are all multiples of the 

same number; add, subtract and multiply fractions. Next, we will read, write and order decimals; 

write decimal numbers as fractions; round decimal numbers with up to 2-decimal places. We will 

then begin to recognise the percentage sign and relate this to parts of a hundred and will then 

write percentages as decimals and fractions and know common examples. As you are aware, the 

children’s knowledge of times tables is crucial if they are to continue to make progress- please 

ensure your child practices regularly to ensure they can apply skills needed. 

 

Science – We will continue to develop our knowledge of materials and their properties: working 

on changing materials- developing an understanding of dissolving solids, reversible and 

irreversible changes and how materials are separated using different methods such as 

decanting, sieving, filtering etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RE – We will continue to develop our understanding of the stories in the Bible and then focus on 

why the Last Supper is important to Christians.  

  

PHSCE – We will continue to use the SEAL framework and the new topic this half term is ‘It’s 

Good to be Me’. The children will explore the difference between feeling proud and boasting and 

they will also get the opportunity to celebrate each other’s achievements.   

  

Spanish – The children will build on their vocabulary throughout this half term, learning a 

variety of words related to the classroom and asking and answering questions. Children will get 

the opportunity to carry out speaking and listening tasks which will improve their confidence as 

well as write in Spanish too.   

  

Art – We will focus on the South American artist Frida Kahlo, analysing her work, developing 

drawing self-portraits,  exploring her cultural background and investigating surrealism.  

  

DT – Our focus is to understand and apply the principles of a healthy diet and, within this 

context, we will prepare and cook, Mexican savoury dishes.  

  

 PE – Our PE sessions will be on a Tuesday afternoon and our topic is Dance. Please ensure that 

your child has appropriate PE kit in school. 

  

Music- This half term we will continue to develop our understanding of pop ballads. We will 

appraise a range of examples, practice skills, perform the ballad Make Your Mind Up by Adele 

and play instruments alongside this song. Further to this, we will introduce the children to the 

genre of jazz. 

 

 If you would like to discuss any aspects of the curriculum further, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at school and I would be happy to give you further information.  

 

 Yours sincerely,    

J.Atkinson  
        
 


