
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
19th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 

Return to School Information  
 

I hope that you and your families continue to be in good health and are able to find some 
positives and enjoyable moments in the continuing period of concern and limitations imposed on 
our lives. 

 
I want to assure you that staff here at school have been working hard to try to put together 

the government’s ambition that some year groups in primary schools will start to return to school 
from week commencing 1st June. You will know there are still questions that need answering about 
the safety aspects of a return, including the difficulties in maintaining social distancing and actually 
accommodating the children in the small groups that the government have advised. I want to assure 
you that we are working towards a return to school and have completed a detailed risk assessment 
to support this. Whilst we continue to await confirmation from government that their 5 ‘tests’ have 
been met and that we are to proceed with opening, the Trust Board are also mindful of our local 
position and are keeping a close watch on infection rates in our local area as well as nationally. 

 
I do however want to provide you with a detailed plan that we are currently working 

towards so that you are able to gain some understanding of when and if your child will be returning 
to school. The following plan is always subject to change and we will not hesitate to amend this if we 
have any indication that safety of all involved is at greater risk. 

 
Thank you to the majority of parents who have completed the app questionnaire: it has 

significantly helped with our planning. We have produced a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ sheet as a 
result of your questions and that document is included alongside this letter. Many of your questions 
were also about what the school day would look like – again, we have produced a separate 
document to give you a more detailed idea of how this would work in school. ‘The New School Day’ 
is important to share with your child. The third document we have produced is a detailed ‘Parent 
Guide’. This covers many important safety aspects of attending school and it is absolutely vital that 
you read it and understand the role we need you to play in facilitating the safest possible return to 
school for all of us. 

 
Our proposals for children’s return to school are detailed overleaf and we will send out 

further app questionnaires prior to the actual proposed start dates for each year group to finalise 
numbers of children whose parents are intending to send to school. It is important to note that to 
facilitate the small groups that are advised and to continue to cater for key worker children as far as 
possible, we do not have the building capacity to accept all children back from each year group. At 
the moment, I do not anticipate this to be an issue for parents as there is a clear indication that 
many parents feel strongly that it is 
too soon to reopen school. It is just important to be aware that at some point, as the weeks 
progress, unless social distancing guidelines are relaxed, we may get to the position where we are 
unable to accept children back into our school due to capacity. 



 

 

School continues to be open, as we have been throughout, for children of key workers. 
These children will also be in smaller groups and two classrooms are allocated to provide for them. 
This will inevitably limit the number of children we can accommodate.  

 
All afterschool activities, including Scamps will need to be suspended until further notice as 

this is impossible to provide without mixing children from different groups. 
 

You should also be aware that these plans may be subject to change at short notice as 
further guidance becomes available from the Government. Similarly, the availability of staffing may 
be affected by illness, self- isolation or family bereavement. This too may cause a disruption to the 
delivery of these plans. 

 
Plans for returning to school 
 
A carefully phased and gradual return of pupils will ensure we are able to adjust any safety measures 
that might be needed as we see how our plans and preparations work in practice. It will also allow 
children to get used to the new school situation. 
We will send out an app questionnaire the week prior to the planned return of your child and it will 
be vital that you complete this with your final decision of whether or not you wish your child to 
attend school. You will then receive detailed arrival and collection instructions. 
Monday 1st June - School will re-open to all staff. On the 1st and 2nd June staff will receive full 
training on safety procedures in school and ensure classrooms are fully prepared in line with our Risk 
Assessments and Department of Education guidance. 
Wednesday 3rd June – Reception Class pupils begin their phased return to school. On 3rd, 4th and 5th 
June, pupils will attend school for a shorter session to gently introduce them to the new routines 
and expectations. From Monday 8th June they will ease back into a longer day. 
Thursday 4th June – Nursery children will begin their return to school. Only 1 session per day is 
possible as thorough disinfecting and cleaning of all resources and areas is required before another 
group of children can access the setting. Initially we will invite the pupils back in three groups of 5 – 
on 4th, 5th and 8th June - to a maximum of 15.  
Wednesday 10th June – Year 1 pupils will begin their return. Dependant on numbers, this may be 
phased over 2 days. 
Monday 15th June – Year 6 pupils will return to school 
 
I anticipate that school will then be filled to maximum capacity and, under present restrictions, can 
not see a return to school for other year groups before the summer break. Home-learning will 
continue to be provided for them and we will continue to support pupils and parents in any way we 
possibly can with this. 
Finally, please be aware that we understand that this is a very difficult decision for you to make and 
we will respect and support you either way. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mrs Alison Lazenby 
Head Teacher  
Cleves Cross Primary School 
 

 


