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Use books, encyclopaedia, CD ROMs or the internet to find out 
about an environment in another part of the world to where you 
live. Can you make a display that shows what you have learned 

about the environment and the animals that live in it?

Your display could include any of the following:
•printed pictures •drawings •labelled diagrams •graphs •questions

•tables of data •lists •facts •descriptions •quotes from other 
people

You might print pictures of your 
environment or some of the animals 
that live in it. Remember to write a 

caption underneath so that people 
know what they are looking at!

Drawings are fantastic too, especially 
if you can’t find a photograph that 
shows exactly what you want to tell 

people about.

Make labelled diagrams showing the 
features of an animal or its 

environment.

Flow charts or keys can show how 
conditions in an environment 

change, or stages in the life cycle of 
an animal.

Use tables and bar graphs or scatter 
graphs to share interesting sets of data 
such as changing temperature in an 

environment.

Written descriptions 
of the environment 
and its animals are 

very important. 
Share detailed 

information using 
written descriptions.

Don’t forget to ask questions! Try and write questions that will get the person 
looking at your display to really think. Make sure you include answers 

somewhere in your display, too.

If you find an interesting news article 
or video about your environment, 

write down a quote from it! 
Remember to say what/who it is from.

FACTS!

Use fact boxes and 

short, b
ullet point 

lists
 to draw attention 

to interestin
g or 

important pieces of 

information.

Everyone should try to... Most people should try to... A few people should try to...

Think of  relevant questions and then try 
to answer them
Use information from a number of  
sources to help answer questions
Present information in a variety of  ways
Organise information in a way that 
makes sense
Use scientific language, drawings, 
diagrams, bar charts and tables
Include written explanations
Draw conclusions about your learning
Identify similarities and differences

Think of  lots of  different questions and 
then try to answer them
Use information from a number of  
sources, carefully choosing which 
information is most relevant
Include complex data using tables, keys, 
line graphs or scatter graphs
Draw conclusions about your learning, 
explaining the relationship between 
animals and their environment
Explain whether or not information is 
reliable and whether it is fact or opinion

Identify further questions arising 
from your learning
Describe your own ideas and 
opinions using scientific evidence 
to support what you are saying
Describe ways in which animals 
affect their environment
Find out about some ways in 
which environmental damage 
might affect animals living in it
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Read the descriptions of these two animals from different 
environments. Highlight any similarities between the two in one colour. You 

could highlight differences using a different colour.

The scarlet ibis lives near rivers in the tropics of 
South America and some of the Caribbean 
islands. It wades through water, catching 
shrimp and other small crustaceans. It 
normally roosts in trees, but during the mating 
season the females build crude nests on the 
ground in which to incubate their eggs. After 
around 21 days, the eggs hatch. Juvenile 
ibises grow a covering of brown and grey 
feathers. Over around two years, they moult 
their feathers at least twice; each time the 
feathers become more scarlet in colour. This is 
mostly due to the shrimp they eat, which 
contains a chemical that turns their feathers 
bright red.

The jay lives in woodlands, particularly those 
where there are oak trees, as acorns are one 
of its favourite foods. It can forage for food in 
trees and shrubs as well as on the ground, 
where it searches for seeds, fruits and berries. 
It uses its beak to break into the hard outer 
coats protecting some of the seeds and fruits 
that form part of its diet. It builds its nest 
above the ground in bushes and trees, where 
it lays eggs which hatch after around 17 
days. Apart from the flashes of blue colour on 
its wingtips, the jay is covered in dull brown, 
grey and white feathers. The jay is preyed 
upon by owls, particularly at night, when it 
cannot see potential attackers as clearly.

Scarlet ibis
(Eudocimus 

ruber)
South America, 

Caribbean

Eurasian jay
(Garrulus 

glandarius)
Europe, 

Northwest Africa, 
Asia

Write a description of the differences between the two birds, giving reasons for 
those differences. How does the shape of the beak, the legs and feet or the colour of 

the bird help it thrive in its environment? How are their environments different?


