
 

 

 

 

 
 

13th May 2020 

 

Dear Parents, 

First, and most importantly, I hope this letter from school finds you and your family all safe and well 

in this worrying time. 

I felt it an appropriate time to get in touch and try to update you on what is happening here at 

Cleves Cross and how the announcement by the Prime Minister on Sunday evening will likely affect 

all of us over the coming weeks. 

Can I start by looking back over the past 8 weeks. We have never encountered anything like this 

before and I hope that we never will again. We have all missed our friends and family – our children 

have missed their classmates, their teachers and their lessons, and we have certainly missed them. 

We all miss the ‘normal’ life we used to have just a few short weeks ago and we look forward to a 

time when we can get somewhere close to that ‘normal’ again. 

I know that many of you have been in close contact with your child’s class teacher throughout this 

time, and many more of you have supported your child in accessing the variety of learning activities 

that have been provided for your children. Thank you for this – we do know how challenging this has 

been and continues to be. We are always here to support you in any way we can. 

It has been announced that schools will ‘begin to reopen to some pupils’ from June 1st at the earliest’ 

and then, only if the 5 key Government tests justify this timeframe (currently, they do not). This will 

initially be for Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 children. I want you to know that we have 

already started working towards the goal of opening school following these government guidelines. 

There are nonetheless many, many challenges that we face if we are going to manage to do this in 

what will be an acceptable and safe way. I will keep you regularly updated on our progress. 

The Department of Education has provided pages and pages of guidance on how schools should 

prepare for opening and how to manage pupils when they arrive. They are very clear that every 

school is different and will have to risk-assess and manage their own situation according to the 

numbers of children, classroom space and staff available. General guidance states that children 

should not be taught in groups of more than 15 and that they should stay with the same adult in this 

group, with no mixing with other groups at all throughout the day – including break and lunchtimes. 

Social distancing should be maintained as far as possible but the Department do accept that this will 

‘be difficult’ with younger children. I will go further and say that I know it will be impossible. I am 

sure that you would also agree that children of 3, 4, 5 and 6 years of age will not be able to maintain 

social distancing all day with either their friends or the adults in school. I want parents to fully 

understand that we will always try our best, but I cannot pretend that I think we will manage to 

maintain this.  

 



 

 

The Department have further added that they do not feel that pupils or staff should wear any form 

of protective equipment during normal school activities. I know that I am not the only Head Teacher 

that has significant concerns about this especially given the clear advice to all other workplaces that 

they need to be ‘Covid secure’ which involves social distancing measures or the wearing of PPE. It 

appears that schools are not included in this guidance.  

On a positive note however, there are many other aspects of the guidance that can be implemented 

effectively, for example, staggered break and lunchtimes will not be an issue. Variances to start and 

finish times can be managed well.  Extra cleaning, regular hand washing and clearly managed drop-

off and pick-up arrangements to keep parents and carers safe can all be worked out. We can even 

look at alternating attendance days if we have too many children wanting to attend in the space we 

have available. And I want to assure you that we are all working to manage the safe return of pupils 

to school as soon as is practically and safely possible. 

You may well have many questions that you would like to ask me before deciding on whether or not 

to send your children to school - when it is open for them and the government have confirmed that 

the decision is yours, neither parents nor school will be challenged over non-attendance. I am keen 

to provide you with an opportunity to have these questions answered – if I am able to.  I also have to 

gather information from you as parents, in order to help me continue to arrange and plan for school 

re-opening. I am therefore going to send out a questionnaire using our school app. Please take a few 

moments to complete it and answer my questions. At the end of the questionnaire, there will be an 

opportunity for you to ask your questions. I will collate all of this information over the following few 

days and use it to inform our plans for re-opening. I will also compile a list of the questions you have 

asked – together with the answer, as far as possible, and publish these on our website for your 

reference. 

My apologies for the length of this letter. I hope that you have found the information useful and that 

you have a greater understanding of the task that lies ahead of us all over the coming weeks. Thank 

you again for all of your support, comments and feedback over the last few weeks. We all send our 

very best wishes to you and your children and hope to start seeing you soon. Stay safe and take 

good care. 

Kindest regards 

Alison Lazenby 

Head Teacher 
Cleves Cross Primary and Nursery School 

 


