
 

 

 

 

 

29th May 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 

School wider reopening update 
 

I would like to provide you with further details on the wider reopening plans for our 
school and hope that I can reassure you that we are working hard to ensure that when 
children do return, we have everything in place to provide the best – and safest - experience 
for them. 

I want to start by reiterating my message on Wednesday 27th May and assuring you 
that the decision to delay the wider opening of school, in line with Durham County Council 
guidance is very much reflective of our own, local situation. The local authority are clear 
that there are several issues that they feel have not yet been satisfied to warrant the return 
to school starting on 1st June. Their advice is linked here 
https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/23474/Council-provides-further-information-to-schools-on-reopening 

 

Whilst the Prime Minister’s statement yesterday assured the country that he felt the 
‘five tests’ were being met nationally, the Board of Directors and I feel that it would be 
wrong of us to ignore the local guidance given by Durham. Indeed, we feel that the 
additional two weeks before we start accepting more children back into school will give 
both yourselves and us, increased confidence that we have the necessary provisions in place 
to welcome more children back into school in the safest possible way. 

 

All risk assessments are well underway, if not completed already, and we are 
working closely with our partners to put these into action in terms of buying additional 
equipment, classroom organisation, cleaning systems and resources. Staffing and class 
groups are being planned and, given the additional planning time we now have, we feel we 
will therefore be able to shorten the phasing-in of the identified year groups commencing 
June 15th. 

 

It is now our intention to invite year groups to return on the following dates (subject 
to guidance continuing as it is at present): 

 

Monday 15th June     Reception Class begin in two separate groups of 11 pupils maximum 
in each group 
Tuesday 16th June    Nursery returns, 5 pupils per day over the next 3 days to a maximum 
of 15 children 
Wednesday 17th June    Year 1 pupils return in two separate groups with a maximum of 20 
pupils in total 
Thursday 18th  June    Year 6 pupils return in two separate groups with a maximum of 21 
pupils in total 
 

https://www.durham.gov.uk/article/23474/Council-provides-further-information-to-schools-on-reopening


 

 

 
A further app questionnaire will be sent to individual year groups the week before 

they are due to return so that we can finalise numbers and, if necessary, prioritise the pupils 
who are able to return. Guidance on timings, entry points, collection points, one-way 
systems and how to liaise with school when necessary, will also be provided prior to the 
date of return for your child. 

 
Throughout the period of closure, we have continued to be open for key worker’s 

children and to vulnerable pupils. This provision continues now and will do so throughout 
the summer term. Any child in this group, whose year group returns to school, will be 
accommodated in their actual year group. This will ensure we have the capacity to provide 
for key worker/vulnerable group needs.  

 

It continues to be important to note that whilst we do hope we have high numbers 
of pupils returning from the identified year groups, we are also conscious that our building 
capacity can only accommodate a finite number of children in the smaller group sizes that 
maintain the safety ‘bubble’ for everyone. If it was the case that all children in each year 
group wanted to return, and key worker groups continued to grow, we would have to limit 
pupils’ return or look to introduce a rota system where needed. Government guidance is 
clear that after key worker/vulnerable groups, the next priority for school places must be 
given to the younger children. 

 
The previously published ‘FAQ’ sheet, ‘Parent Guide’ and ‘The New School Day’ 

information continues to be relevant and, if you haven’t already, please share these with 
your child to help them prepare and understand what school will be like on their return. It 
also remains the case that the plans outlined here may again be subject to change at short 
notice should safety concerns arise, staff illness impact on availability or local authority or 
government plans indicate the need for change. 

 

I trust that you are finding the information and documentation that we are providing 
you is informative and useful in trying to manage your own personal situation, but please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have any questions at all that aren’t addressed in our 
information sheets. 

 
I look forward to seeing many of the children again in the coming weeks and hope 

that we are soon in a position to be able to provide the education and experiences here at 
school that I know we all want for our children. It needs to be a gradual and step-by-step 
approach, but I do hope that we are now able to start that journey. 
 
With the very best of wishes for you and your family from everyone here at school, 
Alison Lazenby 
Head Teacher 

 


