
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Year 2 Spring 1 2022 
 
Dear Parents, 
Welcome to a new half-term! I am excited to be the Year Two Teacher at Cleves Cross 
Primary – the children were very welcoming during my visit before Christmas. This half 
term, we have lots of exciting learning opportunities planned linked to our topic - 
‘Excellent Explorers’. 
 
What will we be learning? 
 
English - Traditional tales such as ‘The Princess and the Pea’ and ‘The Emperor’s New 
Clothes’ will be a focus in English this half term. Using the key texts, we will be writing 
character descriptions, setting descriptions and developing our own endings for the 
original stories.  
 
We will also continue with daily phonic lessons, comprehension tasks and grammar 
activities linked to books we will be reading in class. 
 
Maths - During the first couple of weeks, we will be looking closely at multiplication and 
division, where children will begin to develop a deep understand of the multiplication 
and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 times table. During data handling sessions, we will 
be looking closely at tally charts and pictograms. Once children understand how to read 
the charts, they will then their own charts based on information they have gathered. 
 
RE - The main question for us to explore this half term is: ‘What does it mean to belong 
in Christianity?’ This will involve looking at the main symbols of Christianity and what 
they mean to Christians. 
 
Science – Our focus in Science this half term will be materials. Which materials  
are man-made and natural? How can you make something waterproof? Once a  
material has changed, can it be reversed? These are some of the questions we will 
consider when exploring materials and their properties. Children will also think about 
how and why builders and manufacturers combine materials together. 
 
RSE – We will be exploring the question ‘What helps us stay safe?’ The children will 
consider what it feels like to be unsafe and consider choices they can make to stay 
safe in different situations. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Computing – Using the ‘Code and Go Mice’, pupils will build on their knowledge from Year 
1 and create more complex instructions and show they are able to debug if things go 
wrong. They will show that they are able to debug more complex coding and use their 
theme of Explorers to plan a journey. Pupils will begin to understand that algorithms can 
be used in more digital devices and be introduced to Scratch Junior. Using their topic 
of exploring as a stimulus, they will create a project on there that uses simple 
instructions.  
 
PE - Our PE sessions will be on a Monday and Wednesday afternoon. Please could you 
check children have their kit in school with them on Monday, which will stay in school 
for the duration of the week. The children will need a t-shirt, shorts and trainers. To 
avoid any accidents, earrings should not be worn on PE days. The children will become 
gymnasts and learn how to perform.  
 
During PE sessions, the children will develop fundamental movement skills to improve 
their core strength and balancing skills by carrying out a variety of tasks. gymnastic 
will improve their ability to throw, catch and aim whilst doing this. The children will also 
improve their understanding of balances and transitions from Year 1 and continue to 
work on a variety of movement.  
 
Geography - Learning this half term will focus on the 7 continents and 5 oceans. Using 
maps and globes, the children will locate and name each of the continents and the 5 
major oceans. Using directional language, they will look closely at the divisions of the 
world and explore why some parts of the world are hotter than others. 
 
Music - All learning is focused around two songs: Zootime and I Wanna Play in a Band. 
The listen to specially adapted rock songs, play games, listen to the dimensions of music 
(pulse, rhythm, pitch etc.), sing and play instruments to create a final composition of 
music. 
 
Art – Children will enhance the skills learnt in Year 1 photography to help them select 
images and make relevant changes to then use in their own artwork. Using explorers as 
a theme, children will gain inspiration from a local park to create some of their own 
digital artwork using their own photography as a stimulus. Look at work of David 
Norton to make links to their own work. 
 
Homework - This will be given out on Friday and should be returned on Tuesday – this 
allows the children to ask if they are unsure about their task on Monday. Along with 
weekly spellings, children will be given a piece of Maths or English to complete. Reading  
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
regularly at home will allow your children to develop the pace and expression they need 
to become competent readers – may I thank you in advance for your support with this. 
If you would like to discuss any aspects of the curriculum further, please do not 
hesitate to contact me at school or via the class email.  I will be happy answer any 
questions you may have. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Miss Tate and the Year 2 Team. 


