
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friday 11th March 2022 

 

Right of the Fortnight 

Over the next two weeks we will be exploring the following right: Article 3: The best 

interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect 

children. 

 
Covid-19 Update-  

During half-term, the government made the decision to lift all restrictions with 

regards to the wearing of face masks etc. At school, we are no longer wearing 

masks in communal areas and staff are now not required to do the twice weekly LFD 

testing. Obviously, our respiratory and hand hygiene continues to be a priority and 

the classrooms continue to be well-ventilated throughout the day. If children display 

symptoms at school, we will contact you and ask you to take them for a PCR test. If 

your child is unwell, they should not attend school. If your child has any of the 

symptoms of Covid, you should book a PCR test. Lateral flow tests are asymptomatic 

- no symptoms showing. If your child is going to be absent from school, then you 

must ring on the first day of absence. With all of the time children have missed due 

to Covid, it is really important that they attend school every day.  

 

Covid Outbreak 

Unfortunately, since writing the covid update, we have had an outbreak of covid in 

school. This is across school, not just concentrated in one class. The definition of an 

outbreak is ‘a higher than previously experienced and/or rapidly increasing number 

of staff or student absences due to COVID-19 infection’. Speaking to someone in the 

Local Authority, there has been an increase in cases in our area and I know that 

infection rates are rising nationally. As mentioned above, respiratory and hand 

hygiene continues to be a priority and we have reintroduced twice weekly testing 

for staff and the wearing of masks for staff and visitors in communal areas. These 

measures will continue to be in place next week. Hopefully, if we see a fall in positive 

cases, these additional measures will cease. I will keep you updated via the app. 

 

Parent Interviews 

Some parent interview sessions have already taken place this week and thank you 

to those parents who have attended. The majority of the sessions take place next 

week with the whole school discussions taking place on Monday 14th March (with 

the exception of Y1). It is really important to attend these sessions so you can 

celebrate your child’s successes and discuss targets. If you can’t make your 

appointment, then please do not hesitate to get in touch with your child’s teacher 

via the class email so it can be rearranged. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School Meals Increase – Taylor Shaw 

School meals are increasing from the 4th April 2022.  The cost of a school meal will be 

£2.20 per day which will be £11.00 per week. The cost of a nursery school meal is 

£2.64. 

 

Crazy Clothes Day for Red Nose Day – Friday 18th March  

 

Children can come to school with crazy clothes on this day to do something funny 

for money. They might want to wear something inside out or in the wrong place... 
We will also be telling some of our favourite jokes throughout the week and be 

creating our own ‘joke wall’ which everyone can read and laugh along with. 

We recommend that on Friday, children bring a donation in of £1 to give to Comic 

Relief. 

Noses will be on sale from Monday 14th March for £1.50 each. Only 1 per child will be 

available until Thursday to give everyone a fair chance to buy one. On Friday, 

children will be able to purchase as many as they like (if there are any left as they 

are popular). 

 
 
 
Waste Week 2022 

We have had a busy week in school reminding ourselves of the 

key messages when it comes to recycling and reducing our 

waste. On Wednesday, with the help of the eco ambassadors, 

Mr Blood introduced our new compost bins that we have in 

school to try and reduce the amount of food waste. We also 

took this opportunity to share the results of an eco-check we 

carried out last week to remind everyone about turning off lights 

when they are not in use. 

 

The Hidden Treasure Hunt – 17th March – 14th April 

Do you have any old, unwanted electrical products hanging 

around the house? The Hidden Treasure Hunt is a competition to 

encourage families across the UK to give our old electricals a 

new lease of life – whether by recycling or donating them. Take 

these old electrical products to a Currys or other participating 

store and you will receive a discount voucher to use in store. If 

we recycle the most electrical products as a school, then we will also be entered 

into a draw to win a prize. Look out for further details next week on the app. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bikeability – Year 5 

Well done to lots of our Year 5 class who have been working on 

their Bikeability qualification over the last week. Lots of them 

have managed to pass their Level 2 and will be receiving a 

badge and certificate for their hard work. Year 4 and 6 will also 

be taking part in some Bikeability sessions over the next few 

weeks. 

 

Year 6 Easter Holidays SATS Booster 

This is just a reminder that during week 2 of the Easter Holidays (Wed 20th, Thurs 21st 

and Fri 22nd) children in Year 6 will be invited along to an Easter ‘Pirate’ themed few 

days full of excitement and fun. The timings for these days will be 9-12 on Wed and 

Thurs and then 9-12:30 on Fri so children can enjoy a lunchtime treat. 

 

Ukraine Appeal 

A huge thank you to everyone who sent donations in for our 

Ukraine Appeal earlier this week. We were overwhelmed with 

the amount of donations sent into school and know it will help 

many people who are in need. 

 

All Stars Cricket 

Children in Years 1-3 have had an exciting afternoon taking part in 

a cricket taster session with Darren. There is the opportunity to join 

the ‘All Stars’ Cricket club in a variety of local locations. For further 

information, please check out the website: 

https://www.durhamcricket.co.uk/play-cricket/all-stars-cricket/. 

 

 
British Science Week 2022 

Every class from Nursery to Year 6 will be taking part in a practical investigation this 

week as part of their science activities.  The children will develop their skills of ‘hands 

on’ investigation based around a common theme - ‘biscuits’. As you will agree, it’s a 

very interesting topic!  The children will answer the enquiry question for their class. 

EYFS: What happens when a gingerbread man gets wet?  Year 1/2: Which is the 

best biscuit for dunking?  Year 3: Which type of biscuit is the best for dunking? Year 4 

How does the temperature of the liquid affect a dunking biscuit? Year 5 Which 

factors make a biscuit great for dunking? Year 6 Are more expensive biscuits better 

for dunking? Watch out for the photographs ! 

 

Year 5 and 6  will also have the opportunity to meet an astronomer and find out how 

physics is used in space.  They will chat with Professor Pete Edwards (Durham 

University)  on line on Tuesday morning.   

https://www.durhamcricket.co.uk/play-cricket/all-stars-cricket/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Ambassadors need your help. 

We are hoping to be involved in making a short film about the effects of antisocial 

behaviour in Ferryhill on family, neighbours, friends and even pets. We want to use 

the film to highlight to children and young people how ASB leaves people feeling 

intimidated, scared and vulnerable. We would like people to record short clips 

saying how long they have lived in Ferryhill, perhaps a little about their family and 

neighbours, the positive things they enjoy, and then clips about what they have 

experienced in terms of ASB and how it makes them feel. ASB can range from 

people banging on windows in the evening, throwing eggs at houses, breaking 

bottles, smashing windows, setting fires, graffiti and kicking bins over etc. We want to 

show that every action, no matter how small, affects someone else. 

 We just need short clips and if you are not comfortable identifying yourself, that’s no 

problem. Just point your camera at an object and tell us your story. We would like 

film clips from all age groups, young and old alike. 

If you or anyone you know are willing to help, please get in touch with 

Glenys@approachtoo.uk or text Glenys on 07702 604531.  It won’t take long, maybe 

a few minutes and you can record clips at home and remember, you don't even 

have to show your face. 

 

Police Commissioner visit - 21st March  

The Durham Police and Crime Commissioner is meeting with the community 

ambassadors to discuss speeding and traffic concerns in our area. The ambassadors 

will share their concerns about speeding outside of school, the damage to the 

chicanes and the re-location of the speed signs among other things. Our 

ambassadors always do a great job in sharing pupil voice. We look forward to 

hearing the outcomes of their discussion. 

 

 

 

 

Y3 Dorothy and John Cornish visit – 21st March 

Year 3 are learning about local artist ‘Norman Cornish’ in Art over the next few 

weeks. We are very lucky to be having a visit from his son and daughter in law who 

will be telling us all about his Artwork, inspirations and life. I know from previous visits 

it’s always a lovely session and the children learn a lot about this very special local 

artist. Look out for our artwork on Twitter and Facebook!
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Reception Visit to Hall Hill Farm- Wednesday 30th March 

A letter has been sent out via the app to explain about Reception’s upcoming visit 

to Hall Hill Farm. Linked to their current topic ‘Superfood’, they will find out about 

food, farming and springtime. It’s always an enjoyable day! 

 

Nursery – having a farm visit 

Nursery are looking forward to inviting a farm into our nursery on the morning of 

Thursday 24th March. The children will have the opportunity to pet, groom and learn 

all about each animal and its needs. This visit supports our knowledge and 

understanding in the area of ‘Understanding the World’ by helping children to 

understand the need to respect all living things. 

 

Year 5 – Wellbeing Leaders 

 

Illuminated Letters for Durham Heritage Project! 

Durham Heritage project have selected Year 4 to be a part of a very exciting art 

trail! Year 4 will be creating illuminated letters in Art that spell the word ‘HERITAGE’. 

They are going to be displayed in the city centre in windows for families to follow 

during the Easter holidays. Keep your eyes peeled in Durham city centre for our 

amazing work! 

 

  
 

Well-being 

Some year 5 children had some training alongside Nicola from Go Well on 

how to deliver well-being sessions to other children across the school. From 

this, we are hoping to set up a well-being support group for pupils. We will 

post more information as this progresses.  

 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


