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Activity - Overview Dates Aims and Outcomes  Impact 

Christmas around the World 

Over recent years, we have used the time leading 

up to Christmas to educate our pupils about this 

celebration around the world.  We introduced our 

children with how Christmas is celebrated around 

the world and talk about how they celebrate it at 

home. We discussed how from the different people 

in the same country, celebrates differently, so this 

will be an interesting conversation to have with 

everyone. Each year group selects a country to 

research and find out about their Christmas 

celebrations – when it was first celebrated in 

Europe and how. Children will explore how different 

countries celebrate this festival, their traditions and 

why it is so special to them. We look at special day 

and which are important in different countries. The 

children will share their work across school. At the 

end of the week the children will have the 

opportunity to create cards and decorations to 

share with our Sri Lankan partners as the schools 

exchange cards. 

December  

(3 weeks)  

 

Pupils to know their own identity 

Pupils to reflect on other peoples’ 

practises and cultures gaining an 

awareness of countries and 

cultures that is different from their 

own. 

To create a sense of belonging 

and celebrate global citizenship. 

To be tolerant and respectful of 

other cultures and beliefs. 

 

Activity was enjoyed by all. Pupils 

were totally engaged throughout 

the project. The children 

thoroughly enjoyed learning 

about the different traditions 

around the world and sharing 

these with each other during the 

final assembly. The children 

enjoyed receiving the cards and 

gifts from Sri Lanka at the end of 

the project. 

Lunar New Year Project 

The Lunar New Year Project is to welcome in the 

Year of the Tiger in February. Six schools in County 

Durham will be involved and will work with Chinese 

students from Durham University, culminating in a 

performance in the Town Hall on Saturday 5th 

February as part of the city’s Lunar New 

Year celebrations for the people of Durham. The 

premise is that the Chinese students will conduct 

virtual before at the end of the Autumn term to 

introduce the children to the Lunar New Year 

celebration. They will explore traditions of the 

festival to develop a secure knowledge and 

understanding. This will be followed by two or three 

December to 

February  

(10 week)  

 

To learn about the Lunar New 

Year.  

To explore the traditions and 

celebrations of others.  

To investigate how different 

places celebrate the Lunar New 

Year in different ways. 

To recognise differences and 

similarities among cultural groups. 

 

Activity was enjoyed by all. Pupils 

were totally engaged. They were 

able to learn first-hand 

knowledge about Chinese new 

year and the traditions from the 

work with the students from 

Durham University. Throughout 

the project pupils asked thought 

provoking questions and were 

able to get answers they valued. 

Being a part of the celebration in 

Durham Town hall made the 
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subsequent direct visits in school to teach the 

children a song to perform and some 

simple Chinese speech to congratulate each 

other on stage in the town hall. The event is hugely 

popular in the local community and draws lots of 

visitors to learn and join in with the traditions and 

celebrations. The event will also be marked in 

school with a whole school assembly when the 

Year 6 children can share their work with the other 

children.  

learning more meaningful to the 

children. 

 

Chinese New Year Reception 

Chinese New Year is part of our Reception 

curriculum and taught to children each year. The 

Chinese New Year activities are planned through 

“the understanding the world area of learning”. 

During curriculum work children will have the 

opportunity to try different foods from China to 

expand their taste palate. The children will try lots of 

pick ‘n’ mix bowls with common Chinese food. The 

children will also contribute by creating their own 

Chinese foods. This will get children excited about 

the food they are going to eat from other cultures 

and whilst supporting their understanding of 

hygiene. Learning will be supported with other 

planned activities and continuous provision such as 

listening to the Chinese New Year story and 

learning about the Chinese zodiac, making 

Chinese dragons and decorations. The celebration 

ended with a traditional dragon dance in the hall. 

January – 

February 

 (6 week) 

Key learning Intentions 

Recognise that people have 

different beliefs and celebrate 

special times in different ways. 

Recognise some similarities and 

differences between life in this 

country and life in other 

countries. 

Talk about healthy/unhealthy 

foods they have tasted. 

To prepare food from other 

cultures hygienically – washing 

foods and hands etc. 

 

The Reception children 

thoroughly enjoyed the different 

cultural experiences and learned 

lots from the different activities. 

They were able to talk about the 

different aspects of learning. 

Gran Canaria Introduction 

The school has recently developed a link with a 

school called CEIP Chano Sánchez in Gran Canaria 

as we have introduced Spanish as our Modern 

Foreign Language. The pupils in both school have 

limited knowledge and experience of each other’s 

January 22 

 (2 week)  

 

To identify similarities and 

differences of people living in a 

contrasting location 

To create a sense of belonging 

and celebrate global citizenship. 

Both groups of children enjoyed 

learning about each other’s 

schools and asking lots of 

questions to find out similarities 

and differences. 

https://www.learningbook.co.uk/get-children-interested-in-food-and-healthy-eating/
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locality, features of local environments and aspects 

of everyday life. As a school, to enhance our pupil’s 

knowledge each class will decide on a topic 

relating to our school or local area. Each year 

group will research the selected topic and create a 

presentation for our partners in Gran Canaria. Our 

partner school will do the same. During a Zoom 

meeting, the Key Stage 2 children from both 

schools will then take turns to present to each 

other. There will then be a question and answer 

session when children from both school will have 

the opportunity to answer questions on what 

they’ve seen. The Key Stage 2 children will then 

share the information about our partner schools 

with Key Stage 1 pupils in an assembly. 

 

To collaborate with other learners 

in a different context. 

To communicate effectively with 

our partners. 

 

Zoom Spanish Lessons 

As a school we have recently changed our Modern 

Foreign Language to Spanish for our Key Stage 2 

pupils as the majority of pupils at Cleves Cross travel 

to Spanish speaking countries for their holidays. Our 

pupils language skills are currently very basic so to 

develop the teaching and learning of Spanish we 

will be working with our partners in Gran Canaria. 

The staff from both schools will work together to 

plan Zoom activities to improve both Spanish and 

English in our corresponding schools. The children 

will complete a variety of activities with each other 

to develop their language skills through real-life 

meaningful experiences. These opportunities will be 

planned throughout Key Stage 2 so both pupils and 

teachers will develop their language skills.  

 

February 22– 

June 22 

( Spring 2 and 

Summer 1)   

To develop a second language 

through real-life experiences 

Gain an insight into another 

culture. 

To interact with others effectively 

 

As Cleves Cross has just 

introduced Spanish to our pupils 

the language skills are very basic. 

Having the opportunity to 

communicate with adults and 

children that are fluent in 

Spanish/English has given 

children meaningful language 

experiences. The children are 

now motivated to learn a new 

language. The Year 6 children 

were able to practise some of 

the Spanish they had learned 

when visiting Gran Canaria.  
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Thailand Cultural Partnership – Our School 

Through this project, the students from both 

countries will benefit by learning about each 

other’s culture. They will be exposed to people who 

are native of that country and experience first-

hand communication. The students will gain new 

friends and will be eager to learn about other 

people’s culture. The students will prepare some 

artwork on the key aspects of themselves, their 

local area and their school. This will be a mix of 

photographs, drawings and written pieces of text 

alongside spoken English.  

Project 1 – Our school – photos of the school and 

spoken/written description by children. To include 

areas of school such as classrooms, playground, 

lunch hall, outdoor areas. Children will talk about 

the curriculum and what their favourite subjects 

are, sharing examples of work that they have 

completed. 

Project 2 – Our town – photos of the village/town 

and key landmarks. Children can talk about 4-5 key 

features of the local area. They can talk about 

houses, shops and leisure activities, including the 

local weather and transport. 

Project 3 - All about me – children can introduce 

themselves more personally. They can say how old 

they are, a little about their family and include 

some of the things that they enjoy doing when they 

aren’t at school. The children in the other school 

can watch the presentations and think of some 

questions to ask individual children to find out more 

about them and their lives in England/Thailand. 

January 22- 

July 22 

Identify similarities and 

differences of people living in a 

contrasting location 

Create a sense of belonging and 

celebrate global citizenship. 

Collaborate with other learners in 

a different context. 

Communicate effectively with 

our partners. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 4 children have 

thoroughly enjoyed their 

international learning and found 

lots of similarities and differences 

between people living in 

contrasting locations. They loved 

the opportunities to 

communicate with their peers 

virtually and present their project 

work to each other. The children 

also enjoyed sharing their work 

with the rest of the school and in 

the local community. 
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Meet via Microsoft Team/Skype – Now that the 

children have more idea about each other’s lives, 

they can meet on a live stream and attempt a 

conversation with each other. They will be 

supported by teaching staff in both schools and 

questions will have been pre-prepared. If not 

possible due to the time difference pre-recorded 

videos can be sent across instead. 

Gran Canaria visit 

Using funding from the Turing Scheme we will take 

29 Year 6 pupils to our link school in Gran Canaria. 

The children will have the opportunity to meet the 

children they have worked with during Zoom 

lessons. While in Gran Canaria, our children will 

attend CEIP Chano Sánchez (for 4 days) to work 

alongside their peers in lessons. It will also give our 

pupils the opportunity to immerse themselves in the 

local culture and learn directly from first-hand 

experience. The children will be presented with 

countless opportunities to develop language skills 

throughout the trip. 

 

May 22 

 

(4 days) 

Develop cultural awareness. 

Improve language learning 

through first-hand experiences 

Work effectively with our partner 

school 

 

The mobility to Gran Canaria was 

enjoyed by all of the Year 6. This 

first-hand experience develop 

the children’s knowledge of 

cultural awareness. The children’s 

favourite activities included 

making traditional Spanish dishes, 

learning to play a traditional 

instrument, watch and playing 

sports and making traditional 

jewellery. These were shared with 

the other children and parents 

during our school open 

afternoon. 

Sri Lanka 

As part our Geography curriculum the pupils in Year 

2 will have the opportunity to study Sri Lanka and 

focus on Welligama – the location of our Sri Lankan 

partners. The pupils will locate Sri Lanka on a map, 

look at climate and habitats as well as 

understanding the physical and human 

geographical features of the area. The children 

think about why people travel to Sri Lanka and will 

understand people travel to countries for different 

reasons. They will explore a city in Sri Lanka 

(Colombo) and compare this city with a local city 

(Newcastle). They will consider the difference in 

May 22 – July 

22  

Children recognise similarities and 

differences between the two 

countries. 

Create a sense of belonging and 

celebrate global citizenship. 

Learning about the climate of a 

country in a contrasting location. 

Learn about reasons for travel 

 

Year 2 children really enjoyed 

learning about Sri Lanka 

especially as we have previously 

had visits from the teachers and 

exchanged projects. The children 

are more confident at 

highlighting similarities and 

differences in a contrasting 

location. 
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weather and the different seasonal weather 

patterns in Sri Lanka – making comparisons to the 

climate in the UK. The children will complete their 

learning by considering other elements of Sri Lanka 

for example – Transport/Food/Growing 

 

 


