
Just a timely reminder about 
parking outside of school. Our 
Community Ambassadors worked 
with the police a couple of 
weeks ago and actually, the 
situation has worsened. I have 
had several complaints now from 
parents who are reporting that 
cars are parked so far on the 
path that they are having to 
walk the children on the mud.
I do want to remind you that 
this is a safeguarding concern 
and we all have a duty of care to 
ensure children are safe coming 
to and leaving school. After 
half-term, I will be monitoring 
the situation more closely and 
will report to the police if 
necessary. Please be respectful 
and keep all our children safe.
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Right of the Fortnight
With next week being half-term, I think 
it is only right that we focus on Article 31: 
Children have the right to relax and play, 
and to join in a wide range of activities. We 
hope that the children have a relaxing half-
term with their families and come back 
refreshed for the term ahead.

20th February 2026

… Respectful Parking

National Careers Week 2nd – 6th March

Dear Parents,
Although it has been a longer than 
usual half-term, it has flown by 
and I can’t believe we are half 
way through the academic year 
already. The children have enjoyed 
focusing on particular Rights this 
week and have enjoyed sharing 
their knowledge with you all, 
whether this was at the 
assemblies, through social media 
or by them talking to you at home. 
The Valentine’s discos were a 
huge success and I know the 
photos on social media show just 
how much they all enjoyed it. We 
will endeavour to keep you fully 
informed of our upcoming events 
through the newsletter, 
our website and the app.

Each class will dedicate time to explore the world of 
work and job opportunities in our local community. 
Children will think about the things 
that they’re interested in and identify potential 
careers when they’re older. Our older children will 
consider the challenges they will face and the people 
that can help them achieve their careers related 
goals. Classes (Yr2-6) will have the opportunity to 
work with NERAP (North East Raising Aspiration 
Partnership) to explore a variety of career 
opportunities in the Northeast on the 18th March.



We are looking forward to parent meetings in a couple of 
weeks’ time to share with you the children’s successes and 
targets so far this year. We do like to meet with every 
parent and can offer either an afternoon or an after-school 
appointment on your preferred date. The whole school 
evening appointments run from 3.20pm – 6pm on the 
afternoon of Monday 16th March and the afternoon 
appointments will be held in this week also. It is really 
important that we get to have these discussions with 
everyone and, as always, we will do our very best to 
accommodate parent needs. Where possible, we will 
timetable sibling appointments close together if Monday 
16th is chosen.
You will be able to book your preferred time via the app 
when we return to school and teaching staff will organise 
appointment times the following week.
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On Thursday 5th March 2026, we will be celebrating World Book Day! 
Reading is highly valued in our school, so we are asking children and 
staff to help us celebrate by dressing up as their favourite book 
character. There will be a special assembly where prizes can be won 
for the most creative character costumes. Throughout the day, the 
children will not only share their favourite stories but will also take 
part in lots of fun-filled activities to celebrate and promote a love of 
reading. To encourage every child on their reading journey, they will 
receive a £1 book token which can be exchanged for one free World 
Book Day 2026 book or £1 off a book costing £2.99 or more.

Waste Week 2nd - 8th  March

Waste Week is back from 2–8 
March 2026, and this year is 
all about helping schools take 
action on food waste!
In England, new food waste 
collection rules came into 
effect on 31 March 2025, 
requiring schools to separate 
food waste from general 
waste. But food waste is a 
global issue—understanding 
how to reduce, manage, and 
recycle food waste is 
essential for all schools.
We will be joining in the 
campaign to help support us in 
reducing food waste in school.

Parent discussions – week beginning Monday 16th March



Clubs will start week beginning 2nd March and you will be able to 
book your child a place using the Compass App. Places may be 
limited in some clubs so book early to avoid disappointment.
Monday – Film Club with Mrs Armstrong (Rec – Y6)
Wednesday – Language Club with Mr Provan (Years 3-6)
                     Microbit/coding Club with Mr Blood (Years 3-6)
                     Choir/Singing Club with Mrs Stamper (Rec – Y6)
Thursday – Dance with sports coach (Y1 and Y2) 20 places
                   Eco/Gardening with Mrs White (Y2 – Y6)
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March
Thursday 5th – World Book Day

Monday 9th – Reception & KS1 Mother’s Day Crafts 1.45pm-3pm
Tuesday 10th – Y3 & Y4 Mother’s Day Crafts 1.45pm-3pm

Wednesday 11th - Y1 Class Assembly 9.15am
Wednesday 11th – Y3 Mining Art Gallery Visit

Wednesday 11th – Y5 & Y6 Mother’s Day Crafts 1.45pm-3pm
Friday 13th – Sunday 15th – Y5 & Y6 Winmarleigh Residential

Monday 16th – Whole School Parent Discussions
Tuesday 17th – Tag Rugby Event (invited children)
Wednesday 18th – Exploring Careers Day (Y2 – Y6)

Friday 20th  – Adam Bushnell in school
Friday 20th   - Comic Relief

Monday 23rd – Y2 Ferryhill Library Visit
Monday 30th – Nursery Stay and Play

Tuesday 31st – Reception Class Assembly 9.15am
Tuesday 31st – Reception Stay and Play

April
Wednesday 1st – Easter Egg Competition

Wednesday 1st – Last day of term
Thursday 2nd – PD Day

Monday 20th – Return to school

Mother’s Day Crafts

As mentioned in the last 
newsletter, we are going to do 
craft afternoons so you can 
enjoy spending time with your 
children making some Mother’s 
Day related crafts.
The staff are busy preparing 
all of the resources and we 
look forward to seeing you in 
the week beginning Monday 
9th March.

After- School Clubs

Science Week 
6th – 15th March

Science Week this week has 
a theme of ‘Curiosity? What’s 
your question?’. The whole 
school will be taking part in a 
variety of investigations and 
experiments throughout the 
week. The children always 
enjoy this week and look out 
for plenty of photos on our 
social media sharing what we 
have been up to.
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Announcements
• Don’t forget to visit 

the relevant Tesco 
stores and pop the 
blue tokens in for us.

• There is still time for 
you  to hand in your 
plastic tubs. The 
deadline is the 6th 
Feb.

• Don’t forget to take 
part in the Big 
School’s Birdwatch.
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